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THE OCEANIC 
EXCHANGES 

PROJECT

 2-Year International Project

 3 Areas of Research
 Reprinting and Reuse across Collections

 Semantic Drift across Collections

 Ontological Mapping across Collections

 6 Nation-Team of Scholars

 13 Collections Analysed

www.oceanicexchanges.org



THE 
ONTOLOGIES 

WORK PACKAGE

 Catalogue all Back-End Metadata

 Map Metadata on Like-for-Like Basis

 Assist in Normalising Derived Data Outputs

 Create Machine-Readable (OWL) Ontology



CLIP, CATALOGUE & COMBINE

Various Modes of Consumption
Editions and Variant Materiality
Significant Afterlife



CATEGORISING IMPRECISE 
FACTS

 Date and Geographical Ranges

 Documented Uncertainty

 Flexible Fuzziness



NOMENCLATURE AND TAXONOMY

 Documentation
 Precision
 Interpretation



ONTOLOGY

Mixed Standards
 Inconsistencies
Legacy Fields
Organic Inputting





A SEMANTIC CATALOGUE

Dictional Adherence?
Practical Documentation?
Lexicographical Flexibility?



CATEGORISING DYNAMIC CONTEXT

 Linked Legacy Documentation

 Clarity on
 Upload, Modified & Variant Dates

 Provenance of Collection and Data

 Variants of Physical and Digital Objects

 Exclusions from Physical Collection



INDICES & 
FULL-TEXT

SEARCHING



A HIERARCHY OF PROVENANCE

 Silence Implies Authority



ROUNDTRIPPING METADATA 

Labour Value
Points of Entry
Community Building
Attribution and Esteem



THE TYRANNY OF THE MOB

Whose Voice(s)?
Which Fields?
How Fuzzy?



LAYERING THE ARCHIVE

Language Across Time
Multiple Communities of Practice
Cited Provenance (Authority)
Linked Provenance (Reputation)



AN ALAMAC OF 
DIGITISED NEWSPAPERS?



QUESTIONS?
M. H. Beals, Loughborough University

@mhbeals
m.h.beals@lboro.ac.uk
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